10:15-10:45AM  Coffee Break Grand Ballroom Foyer
Sponsor: Fitch Engineering Inc.

10:45AM “Innovative Robotic Solutions: Skimming,
Destrapping, Marking, Labeling, and AGVs in Steel
Processing” Rafael Jacob * POLYTEC North America

11:10AM “Oiling of Steel Strip: A New, Intelligent Oiling
Machine Combines Electrostatic Oiling with High-Precision
Oil Film Measurement, Ensuring Higher Process Security
and Lower Oil Consumption” Brian Hanz (a), Dr. Peter
Maresch (b) * (a) AMEPA America Inc., (b) Limax GmbH

11:35AM “Advanced Surface Inspection System
Implementation on A CGL And Best Practices for a Quick
Startup and Immediate ROI” Dr. Schenk * Mark Cornell
12:00PM Summation

12:05PM Exhibit Hall
Sponsor: John Cockerill Industry North America, Inc.

Farewell Luncheon

Thanks to all our 2025 Sponsors

A Heartfelt Thank You to our Financial Sponsors.
Their Sponsorships greatly contribute to the success of the
Galvanizers Association Meetings.

PLATINUM PLUS
Ajax TOCCO Magnethermic

FONTAINE USA LLC

FONTAINE ENGINEERING UND
MASCHINEN GMBH

PLATINUM
DUMA-BANDZINK GmbH

SILVER
Inductotherm Corp.

John Cockerill Industry North America, Inc.

BRONZE
EMG-USA Inc.

PATRON
Fitch Engineering Inc.

Vail Rubber Works, Inc.
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Governing Board Chairman
Tom Minor - Spartan Coating

Program Chairman
Frances Bleich - Cleveland-Cliffs

Governing Board
Andrew Grasley - Cleveland-Cliffs-New Carlisle
Julie Matics - Steel Dynamics-The Techs
Kevin Siebeneck - United States Steel
Drelis Crossley - Steel Dynamics-Flat Roll Group
Bob Waldron - Nucor Steel-Berkeley
Ghazal Seyed Mousavi - United States Steel

Executive Committee
Past Chairpersons - Active Member Company
Wayne Bontempo - Steel Dynamics-Sinton
Gabriel Cervellini - Ternium Argentina
Michael Conlon - Cleveland Cliffs-New Carlisle

Paul Janavicious - Cleveland-Cliffs Steel
Julie Matics - Steel Dynamics-The Techs
Matthew McCosby - United States Steel

Ed Silva - Pro-Tec Coating Company

Steve Slesinski - Nucor Steel-Berkeley

Galvanizers Association

Christopher Nevison - Executive Director
Derek Loewen - Administrator

ATTIRE

Business Casual is the suggested attire for the
entire convention

dLVdNIZErS
550CIdTIOn

115th Meeting
October 19-22, 2025
Hotel Cleveland
24 Public Square
Cleveland, OH, USA

Hosted By
Cleveland-Cliffs

Galvanizers Association
6347 King Road
Marine City, Michigan 48039
Phone: 1 (810) 765-4747
Fax: 1 (810) 765-4646
www.galvanizersassociation.com
info@galvanizersassociation.com

Advancing the quality of galvanized products



Sunday, October 19

4:00PM Board Meeting Carnegie Boardroom

5:30PM Registration Forest City Assembly

6:00PM-9:00PM Welcome Reception Forest City Ballroom
Sponsor: Ajax TOCCO Magnethermic
Dinner Service 6:00-8:00PM

Monday, October 20

7:00-8:30AM Breakfast Forest City Ballroom
Sponsor: DUMA-BANDZINK GmbH

7:45AM Registration Ambassador Lobby

8:00-11:45AM  Operations Workshop Ambassador Ballroom
(Only active member company representatives)

Session Chairman

Julie Matics - Steel Dynamics-The Techs
Jeff Stechschulte

9:30-10:00AM Coffee Break Ambassador Lobby

Sponsor: Vail Rubber Works, Inc.

11:30AM Cocktail Reception Forest City Assembly
Sponsor: Ajax TOCCO Magnethermic
12:00PM Luncheon Forest City Ballroom
Sponsor: Inductotherm Corp.
1:15PM General Session I Grand Ballroom

Session Chairman
Kevin Siebeneck - United States Steel

(All registered attendees)

1:20PM “Smarter Galvanizing: Al-Powered Zinc Coating
Control with EMG iCASS” Dr. Matthias Irle * EMG
Automation

1:45PM “A new online sensor for steel surface

contamination” Dr David Egner * SARCLAD

2:10PM “Digital Product Quality Management on CGL:
Case Study” Paolo Perrucci (a), Maxime Monnoyer (a),
Raphaél Walger (a), Michele Manaresi (b) * (a) Fives Steel
Digital Factory, (b) Marcegaglia Ravenna SpA

2:35PM “Cleaner  Chemistry  Demystified:  Caustic
Formulations, Foam Control, and How Strip Soils Disrupt
the Process” Amanda Walden * Chemical Methods

3:00-3:30PM Coffee Break Grand Ballroom Foyer

Sponsor: Vail Rubber Works, Inc.

3:30PM “Recrystallization and Texture Evolution of Low-
carbon Steel Annealed via electric Furnace” Sanjaya Kumar
Pradhan (a), Kyeong Cheol Beck (b), Soong Heo (b),
Hookyung Lee (c), Min-Suk Oh (a) * (a) Division of Advanced
Materials Engineering, Department of Energy
Storage/Conversion Engineering of Graduate School, (b)
Research Institute, SamwooEco Co. Ltd., (c) Energy Efficiency
Research Division, Korea Institute of Energy Research

3:55PM  “Passing Down Expertise Through Real-Time
Video” Jacqueline Peintinger, Alex Bartlett * Ametek

4:20PM “MeltPro iQ” Alexandre Nadeau * Tecnar

6:00-9:00PM Awards Dinner Forest City Ballroom
Sponsor: DUMA-BANDZINK GmbH

Tuesday, October 21

7:00-8:30AM Breakfast Exhibit Hall
Sponsor: FONTAINE ENGINEERING

8:30AM General Session 11 Grand Ballroom

Session Chairman
Ghazal Seyed Mousavi

8:35AM “Acid Recovery Technologies for Steel pickling
Operations” Jared Cullivan, Bryan Cullivan * BETA Control
Systems

9:00AM “Enhancing Pot Roll Performance with Wear-
Resistant Bearing Technology” Jeremy Rydberg * ATLAS
MACHINE AND SUPPLY, INC.

9:25AM “Exploring Machine Vision (MV) & Artificial
Intelligence (AI) in Galvanizing” Eric Almquist * Star Tool

9:50AM “FOEN* MBC (Advanced): A Novel Approach in
High-Performance Coating Weight Control” Chris Giinther,
Pascal Fontaine * Fontaine Engineering and Maschinen
GmbH, Germany

10:15-10:45AM  Coffee Break Grand Ballroom Foyer

Sponsor: Fitch Engineering Inc.

10:45AM “Pot Roll End Cap Wear at Cleveland-Cliffs
Rockport Works CGL” P. Janavicius, B. Cooper, and J. Reed *
Cleveland-Cliffs, Inc.

11:10AM “Low Temperature Hot-Stamping of Zn-Coated
Press-Hardening Steels Part I1: Further Alloy Development
and Pilot Plant Trials” J.R. McDermid, F. Khalatbari, J.

Kish, R. Young, P. Belanger, F.E. Goodwin, A.P.

Domingos Cardoso * IZA and McMaster University

11:35PM  “Upgrade and refurbishment of coreless

Galvalume pre-melt coil” Tom Kearney * Induction

Professionals, LL.C

12:00PM Plant Tour Briefing Grand Ballroom

12:15PM Luncheon Exhibit Hall
Sponsor: EMG-USA Inc.

1:45PM Load Buses

2:00PM Buses Depart for Plant Tour

2:30PM Plant Tour Cleveland-Cliffs

4:00PM Buses Depart for Return to Hotel

6:15PM Buses Depart for Offsite Dinner

6:30-10:00PM Dinner Rock and Roll Hall of Fame

Sponsor: FONTAINE ENGINEERING

Buses will depart to Hotel Cleveland every 30 minutes from
9:00-10:00PM

Wednesday, October 22

7:00-8:30AM Breakfast Exhibit Hall
Sponsor: John Cockerill Industry North America, Inc.

8:30AM General Session II1 Grand Ballroom

Session Chairman
Bob Waldron - Nucor-Berkeley

8:35AM “Furnace Roll Pickup and Coating Technology
Review & Update” Serdar Firkan * Linde Advanced Material
Technologies Inc.

9:00AM “It’s just a burner. Or is it? A review of burner
selection considerations for conventional radiant tubes”
Naik Yusufi, Dennis Quinn * Fives NA Combustion

9:25AM “Pot Hardware 101: A Practical Understanding of
Failure Mechanisms” Dr. Mark Bright * Duma-BandZink
GmbH

9:50AM “Outlook for Galvanized Steel in the Future of
Lightweight Automobiles” Ana Paula Domingos Cardoso *
International Zinc Association



